REMARKS 

Applicants respectfully traverse and request reconsideration. 

Claims 1-23 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated U.S. Patent No. 
6,151,502 (Padovani et al.). Padovani et al. is directed to a method and apparatus for performing 
soft hand-off in a wireless synchronous communication system that does not require reference links. 
Padovani is directed to a synchronous wireless communication system as noted, for example, in 
column 1, lines 30-34 describing TIA/EIA/IS-95-A Standard. Padovani teaches providing a 
redundant communication link to a mobile station by considering signal strengths of other base 
stations that are in communication with the mobile station and determining whether to add a base 
station to a set of base stations in communication with the remote station if the signal strength is of 
a sufficient value to justify the impact of system compacity. In addition, Padovani does not 
describe using reference links or a candidate list of reference links or reference link. This is likely 
because Padovani is directed to a different system and operation as Padovani is directed to a 
synchronous system and describes instead determining an active set of base stations in a 
synchronous system to facilitate hand-off. Applicants claim a different structure and method. 

For example, claim 1 is directed to a communication circuit operative to update an active 

link set list in an asynchronous wireless communication system. The claimed circuit creates a 

candidate list of reference links based on the active link set list and a received active link set update 

message. As noted in Applicants' "Background of the Invention" section, an IS-95-A Standard is 

an example of an intercell synchronous system. In contrast, Applicants are claiming structure and 

methods for asynchronous systems such as WCDMA, or other systems. As also noted, in 

asynchronous systems, unlike the system of Padovani, each base station may transmit respective 

control channel synchronization information over a corresponding link at unsynchronized times 

relative to each other. One link is selected as a reference link such that the other links are time 
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adjusted to be aligned with the reference link. As such, a "reference link" is used to facilitate 
timing of, for example, uplink transmissions. Padovani is silent as to employing a reference link 
and also in particular, is silent as to candidate reference link determination circuitry that receives an 
active link set update message and creates a candidate list of reference links based on the active link 
set list. As such, the claimed circuit uses an active link set list to create a candidate list of reference 
links. No such operation appears to be described in Padovani. The cited portion of Padovani, 
namely column 4, lines 4-42 and column 8, lines 40-51 describes a base station operation that 
merely provides an active set list to a mobile device used for soft hand-off communication with 
multiple base stations. Applicants are unable to find any mention or discussion of any reference 
links nor the creation of a candidate list of reference links based on an active link set list as claimed. 
In addition, a word search of the cited reference also failed to locate any identification of a 
"reference link". This is likely because the cited reference instead deals with a synchronous system 
in which, for example, the base stations are synchronized through global positioning system 
information or other synchronization techniques and does not require use of a reference link. Since 
the cited reference does not teach what is alleged, Applicants respectfully submit that the claims are 
in condition for allowance. 

The dependent claims add additional novel and non-obvious subject matter. 

The other independent claims are also believed to be allowable for at least similar reasons 
and as such, Applicants respectfully submit that the claims are in condition for allowance. 
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Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that the claims are in condition for allowance 
and that a timely Notice of Allowance be issued in this case. The Examiner is invited to contact the 
below-listed attorney if the Examiner believes that a telephone conference will advance the 
prosecution of this application. 



Vedder, Price, Kaufman & Kammholz, P.C. 
222 North LaSalle 
Chicago, Illinois 60601-1003 
312/609-7500 
312/609-5005 Facsimile 



Respectfully submitted, 





Christopher J. Rt 
Reg. No. 34,414 
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